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ABSTRACT

This study aims to analyze the features of adaptation governance of local governments by applying a multi-level
governance framework, and to draw policy implications. We analyzed changes in governance of 17 metropolitan
cities/provinces, and 33 municipalities in terms of horizontal and vertical cooperation in the process of developing
‘The Climate Change Adaptation Action Plan” and its implementation stage. The result shows that the plan contributed
to the higher level of vertical cooperation between the central and the local governments to a certain extent, however,
during the implementation stage, the level of the partnership decreased due to the absence of governance mechanism.
These trends were statistically significant at the level of municipalities. The role of Korea Adaptation Center for
Climate Change (KACCC) was also diminished after establishing the plan. The horizontal partnership level among
the relevant departments of the local governments showed no significant change as the level was low even in the
planning stage. Though Public-Private Partnership (PPP) has increased a bit, it was statistically significant only in
the municipalities. Moreover, there was no governance mechanism for PPP or it did not work properly. Based on
the results above, it is recommended that the effectiveness of the plans should be increased and support for climate
change partnerships or forums at a local level that promotes adaptive capacity is needed. The role of metropolitan
cities and provinces should be strengthened through building a multi-level partnership structure. Governance
institutionalizing for monitoring and evaluation is also needed.
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Table 3. Change of partnership with KACCC (t-test)
Table 2. Change of vertical partnership (f-test)

Average ~ P-

Refore  Afier  val pl- Before  After  value  value
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