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ABSTRACT

Under the Paris Agreement, each Party should submit and update periodically an adaptation communication (ADCOM),
independently, as a component of, or in conjunction with other communications or documents, including a national adaptation plan,
a nationally determined contribution (NDC), a national communication, or biennial transparency report. Submitted adaptation
communications shall be recorded in a public registry. The Glasgow Climate Pact adopted at the 26th Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP26) also requested Parties to submit their adaptation
communications ahead of the COP27 which will be held in November 2022 so as to provide timely input to the global stocktake.
Under this context, however, Korea has not yet submitted its adaptation communication. Surely, the Carbon Neutrality and Green
Growth Act for the Climate Change of the Republic of Korea which has just entered into force on 25th March 2022 stipulates that
the government can prepare and update an adaptation communication in accordance with the Paris Agreement. Also, the NDC that Korea
submitted includes the adaptation component. However the Korean government has not submitted nor recorded it as the adaptation
communication. Therefore, the Korean government should make a timely decision on and prepare its submission of the adaptation
communication. There has been hardly any studies regarding the preparation, submission, or evaluation of adaptation communications
in consideration of Korean context. Hence, this paper discusses the implication of communicating adaptation information and compare
possible adaptation reporting instruments that exist under the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement, for a strategic approach to the
preparation of adaptation communication. The paper concludes that it is important to participate in the global efforts for adaptation
to climate change and thus recommends for the Korean government to submit and record its adaptation communication in a timely
manner. The paper recognizes that both NDC and independent ADCOM are the possible instruments for Korea, but the independent

ADCOM will be the best option in case that the government wants to increase the visibility of Korea’s adaptation actions.
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2) T EAHA NDC A& AR} ddle= “shall communicate”, BTRE 2JFAlg}of| 3g5l= “shall provide“Z HEIH HHH,
HIA9 A& HIAR}O| ddl= “should submit’C.Z HEFH.

olo

3) The decision of the second session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris
Agreement adopted in December 2019 encourages Parties to submit their first adaptation communications as soon as

possible (UNFCCC, 2020a).

4) Requests Parties that have not yet done so to submit their adaptation communications in accordance with decision 9/CMA.1 ahead of
the fourth session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement (November 2022) so

as to provide timely input to the global stocktake (UNFCCC, 2022).

5) The CMA shall undertake its first global stocktake in 2023 and every five years thereafter-- Z2F(United Nations, 2015).

6) UNFCCC 3% 33}, 4% 1(b), (e), (T ZZ(United Nations, 1992).
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10) submits as a component of or in conjunction with (United Nations, 2015).
11) Further guidance in relation to the adaptation communication, including, referred to in Article 7, paragraph 10 and 11, of the Paris

Agreement (UNFCCC, 2019b).

12) UNFCCC. Adaptation Communications; [accessed February 28, 2022].
13) Modalities, procedures and guidelines for the transparency framework for action and support referred to in Article 3 of the Paris

Agreement (UNFCCC, 2019c).

14) UNFCCC NAP Central. National Adaptation Plans from developing countries; [accessed February 20, 2022].
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I8 ME HS 2119| oot 2|2t YRt n&

267

adaptation communication under the Paris Agreement

Instrument Frequency Purpose Information to be included
National circumstances including climate profile, for example,
L. . . temperature distribution, climate variability and extreme events
Reviewing and assessing the individual K X Do .
S, i Climate modelling, projections and scenarios
parties’ implementation, . o .
Annex 1 Every 4 L Assessment of risks and vulnerability to climate change
. Monitoring progress made by Annex I . .
Parties years . Climate change impacts
Parties towards the goals of the i . . i
. Domestic adaptation policies and strategies
Convention . .
Monitoring and evaluation framework
NC Progress and outcomes of adaptation action
National circumstances and institutional arrangements
B 4 Encouraging the presentation of Impacts and vulnerability and adaptation assessment
ve . . . . .
Non- vy information to ensure that the Parties to Adaptation strategies and measures
ears . e " . . . .
Annex I 4 ith carry out its responsibilities Opportunities for and barriers to the implementation of adaptation measures
wil . Lo .
Parties flexibilit Assessing the implementation of the Information how support programmes from Parties included in AnnexII
exibili ) . . . . .
i Convention to the Convention are meeting their specific needs and concerns relating
to vulnerability and adaptation
Reducing vulnerability to the impact of
climate change, by building adaptive Institutional arrangements, programmes, policies and capacities for overall
capacity and resilience coordination and leadership on adaptation
NAP Iterative Facilitating the integration of adaptation Climate change impacts, vulnerability and adaptation, measures taken to
into relevant new and existing policies address climate change, and gaps and needs, at the national and regional
activities, in particular planning levels
development processes and strategies
National circumstances, institutional arrangements and legal frameworks
Impacts, risks and vulnerabilities, as appropriate
. . Adaptation priorities and barriers
Providing a clear understanding of . . . . .
R L i Adaptation strategies, policies, plans, goals and actions to integrate
climate action in the light of the X i K . i
L. . . . adaptation into national policies and strategies
. objective of the Convention, including: . . .
Every 2 years starting . . Progress on implementation of adaptation
BTR ) clarity and tracking of progress towards . . . .
in 2024 . . Monitoring and evaluation of adaptation actions and processes
achieving Parties’ individual NDCs; . K . i
., X . . Information related to averting, minimizing and addressing loss and
Parties’ adaptation actions to inform the . . . .
lobal stocktak damage associated with climate change impacts
obal stocktake . . .
g Cooperation, good practices, experience and lessons learned
Any other information related to climate change impacts and adaptation
under Article 7
National circumstances, institutional arrangements and legal frameworks
Impact, risks and vulnerabilities, as appropriate
National adaptation priorities, strategies, policies, plans, goals and actions
Implementation and support needs of, and provision of support to,
developing country Parties
Implementation of adaptation actions and plans; including Progress and
Increasing the visibility and profiling of results achieved; Adaptation efforts of developing countries for
adaptation and its balance with recognition; Cooperation on enhancing adaptation at the national, regional
mitigation, strengthen adaptation action and international level, as appropriate; Barriers, challenges and gaps
ADCOM Periodically and support for developing countries; related to the implementation of adaptation; Good practices, lessons
Providing input to the global stocktake; learned and information-sharing; Monitoring and evaluation
Enhancing learning and understanding Adaptation actions and/or economic diversification plans, including those
of adaptation needs and actions that result in mitigation co-benefits
How adaptation actions contribute to other international frameworks
and/or convention
Gender-responsive adaptation action and traditional knowledge,
knowledge of indigenous peoples and local knowledge systems related to
adaptation, where appropriate
Any other information related to adaptation
Every 5 years startin .
NDC oy ¢ There is no guideline for adaptation-related information.

in 2020

Source: Arranged by the author on the basis of Adaptation Committee (2019), LEG (2012), UNFCCC (2000), UNFCCC (2002), UNFCCC (2012), UNFCCC
(2019b), UNFCCC (2019¢), UNFCCC (2020b).
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Inputs.

Global Stocktake

Fig. 1. Information coverage by instruments

Source: Drawn by the author on the basis of Table 1

HeHTAL JEHo 7|5Ms} A4S HHo| et
=04 ols Bo) 715t 482 9%t Ate] walwt

15) The World Bank. Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs); [accessed March 28, 2022].

16) Further guidance in relation to the mitigation section of decision 1/CP.21 (UNFCCC, 2019a).

17) BTRY AL A, 7€, IdF4sE thF= ¥x9 A (Information on financial, technology development and transfer and
capacity-building support provided and mobilized and/or needed and received)olA S T XY HHE ojg HEo| #3t HHO}

7 FF 71ASte] HIES skal QIZ(UNFCCC, 2019c).

18) 3% 12 4% 94 AFT vioh Zol, B T AYRTAT BE RIAY Felz AEsHs A “ADCOM™OE EHL,
£ Sog mad 44T BE AeniAen st B
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¥ 0 A3AS WY G P ASUEA VL Reporyl AAARAE BIY W, PARAS BTR A3
Ao Bast e FATES AAAT T GST AL S Aje 283%0] A NS mYW B1A Aol
Yol A weS AN AL ZAFo] ABF T
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Table 2. Types of adaptation communications
4.1, QE|Ljaje] M2 MY H7 5 submitted
, . Instrument Party

[®) L 92 3] 7} o o= el ==Ne)

TE]L}E]— 3 d O] 7] ‘:]‘——E O]-L_‘ :_['Lﬂ- 7]_?4%‘9} USA, Canada, Australia, Japan, EU, UK, Norway,
quq] ﬁJE 2010]5 E1 /\-" X]'Eﬂoﬂ 74;(:1 ZF%EH—Q-Z 9»’1 ADCOM Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Austria, Netherlands,
O} NAPE HEZR AE5HA= ¢t NAPL 7]E A (22) Mexico, Rwanda, Eswatini, Ghana, Namibia,
o0F NEZ I FYAE ES] FEMe=S gAtoe=r Liberia, Nigeria, Burkina Faso, Marshall Islands
A&o] Q3E]7] f&o|t}t. 2 vEl= NCE 2019¢71A] Rl;ssian Feder;tion, China, Kenya, Angola, South
- _ - - == NDC Africa, Burundi, Mauritius, mauritania, Uruguay,
F v el BA See) AESock Neo 23 HRE D | e, Brund, Mot e

. _ - A Aol (16) cuador, Panama, Costa Rica, Argentina,
G20 AL, A4z NCOJ AHE EH AA| 1145 0] %] Columbia, Paraguay, Lebanon
7] HIAoA HG HE= B3 85 o] Ao £t NC (1) | New Zealand

Wot At Ay, 15Wet 9T 2 Hepy Brk 4 _NAP () | Timorlese

Source: Formulated by the author on the basis of UNFCCC.

71%
o zZ7 = of] W 7VeRsAgl 71<&56)31 Q) Tl 20)
° = ] ooﬂ H HT = O]—A] = ]EO]——L ME} Adaptation Communications; [accessed February 28, 2022].

19) Parties hereby establish the global goal on adaptation of enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience and reducing vulnerability
to climate change, with a view to contributing to sustainable development and ensuring an adequate adaptation response in the context
of the temperature goal referred to in Article 2 (United Nations, 2015).

20) The Government of the Republic of Korea (2019).

21) Korea Law Information Center. The Carbon Neutrality and Green Growth Act for the Climate Change; [accessed March 25, 2022].

22) EUE 277)30] 74" Aot & /) =7t= sto] Alg
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Table 3. Examples of ADCOM contents

Party Contents Party Contents
1. National circumstances, institutional arrangements 1. National circumstances, institutional arrangements and
and legal frameworks legal frameworks
2. Impacts, risks and vulnerabilities 2. Rwanda Impacts, risks and vulnerabilities
3. Adaptation priorities, strategies, policies, plans, 3. National adaptation priorities, strategies, policies, plans,
goals and actions goals and actions
4. Provision of support to developing country Parties 4. Implementation progress of adaptation actions and plans
EU 5. Implementation of adaptation actions and plans Rwanda 5. Barriers, challenges and gaps related to implementation

6. Adaptation actions that result in mitigation
co-benefits

7. How adaptation actions contribute to other
international frameworks and/or conventions

8. Gender-responsive adaptation action and traditional

knowledge, knowledge of indigenous peoples and

local knowledge systems related to adaptation

of adaptation in Rwanda

6. Implementation support needs and responses going
forward

7. Contribution to other international frameworks and/or
conventions

8. Gender-responsive adaptation action and information on

traditional knowledge

Source: Arranged by the author on the basis of EU (2021), Rwanda (2021).
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AolA Ag Id FE7F F31 HojAE Ber VAES
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g 2o % mobEth. ADCOMYMY H| W&l B Atz o
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AABIL = ZA9-7F Wi}, ¥iE ADCOMS] Fej=
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o> 1O

23) E']A]O}“:‘ NDCO] ¥3to gAx HSHITAE A&T
24) B
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&A1 57 Vo= A8 NCE ROI% 20224 124 319714 AlEE

S0 WeF ARE o5yt 25k Q= Ao 2 motEch
(Table 3 FX).

43. B o MY

7158t 482 A M= fFE dde e =
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F87d0] A4 o ZxHI Ao of2et HoA 2021
| 11d 9= SFLI0A AH2E COP260- = 233
AgAHol A A= FAstaL, 53] 2022 & 2=
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94 XW-Xﬂ%Ol 27 GoiE= FAZA v=3 BU, ¥
2, 9 52 T 59 Fa55L2 o] AHL
A AlE= %‘r =23 JEjolt}. £3] COP270l2h= 45
TA9 A& BIAFEE IFI, 20224 Fof FH-SEIA
9] 7} 50| HE=A % o7 HYH
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Zlo] HIIF(UNFCCC. NC8 Submission; [accessed February 28, 2022]).
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25) The Government of the Republic of Korea (2020), p.44, pp.164-169.
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