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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to examine the responses and roles of the humanities in the era of climate change. Climate change

is widely recognized as an urgent global issue that is being addressed in various academic areas. However, while some humanities

studies address the issue, it has neither elicited a thorough response from the discipline nor attracted attention comparable to that

which it has received from other disciplines.

This study examines how the humanities are currently dealing with climate

change-related problems, identifying four major roles that humanities should play. Currently, the disciplines that focus on climate
change in humanities are philosophy, religion, and literature. They attempt to analyze the problems at hand by reconstructing ethical
questions, climate justice issues, and narratives about reality and the future. After reviewing existing research, this study suggests

that the humanities play roles in problem-posing, imagining, climate justice education, and deepening understanding of humanity and

society. Ultimately, this article highlights the need for the humanities to participate more actively in climate change discourse and

proposes a convergent academic system called “Climate Humanities”.
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Qutiel 5 Fatisl SAE BaoR AHdtt  th 1 A4S ol§ste] AR, KoY AMEE =8
(Park, 2013; Kim et al, 202, FPolfic 294 o] o & elgshe 2 ofo] vlof 7|25k e ) 4
Aol A7) WA Qmetole Aol Bl o 7} B8] AL A & % YUk KCIA VlFusb e

¥ il

2 A5 oElstel 25 eEtehKim, 2007). AYER B AMAAL ) ok HHo| S AR}

B AFATALE 9ot 2L oA BRol wet A 3 (W2 ARStoR Biy 1 ah) & g Rof BE
£o}e PR YO0, KCIE thzbAch. olgfat £ Arjael St oAl & B eRole] ujs) 4s] 4
£ QEsto] ofst ArhAel WS WHSHE AL okyA  THTable 2). b o&a Z BN T)FEsk e
o HokS o] RS AtiHos AmE & A & FAl] GTS vk Hoks F& A, Fel WEusl, 1

Table 1. The Scope of the Humanities in a Disciplinary Perspective

Institution Scope of Humanities
Stanford Humanities Center “philosophy, history, literature, art history, classics, music, and religion, among others —
(https://she.stanford.edu/about-us) that which investigates ideas and culture”

“The term 'humanities' includes, but is not limited to, the study and interpretation of the following:
. language, both modern and classical; linguistics; literature; history; jurisprudence; philosophy; archaeology;
National Endowment for the

. comparative religion; ethics; the history, criticism and theory of the arts; those aspects of the social
Humanities

sciences which have humanistic content and employ humanistic methods; and the study and application
(https://www.neh.gov/about)

of the humanities to the human environment with particular attention to reflecting our diverse heritage,

traditions, and history and to the relevance of the humanities to the current conditions of national life.”

National Research Foundation

of Korea “lexicography, history, archaeology, philosophy, religion, theology, linguistics, literature,
(https://www.nrf.re .kr/biz/doc/class/ interpretation and translation, etc.”

view?menu_no=323)

Table 2. KCI Keyword Search Result (as of 6/19/2022)

. . Percentage
. Number of articles appeared by searching for . .
Field . (=number of articles appeared / number of total articles
“climate change” . .
published in the field*100)

Humanities 384 0.11
Social Science 2625 0.55
Natural Science 595 0.36
Engineering 1772 0.45
Arts and Kinesiology 136 0.11

Table 3. KCI Keyword Search Result within Humanities (as of 6/19/2022)

Disciplines Number of articles appeared by searching for “climate change”

History 135

Philosophy 51

Christian Theology (Protestant) 41
Literature 20

Religious Studies 12
Korean Language and Literature 12
Chinese Language and Literature 8
German Language and Literature 8
Catholic Theology 6

http://www.ekscc.re.kr



450 0|g%

. Ol
o=2

Do

Table 4. Adjacent Disciplines combined (as of 6/19/2022)

Disciplines in Humanities

Number of articles appeared by searching for “climate change”

Philosophy 51

Pan-Religious Studies 59

Literature 48

History 135
g)1 &3} Solc} 18y o] & A dA] AFP=Ql V) (Hiller, 2011; McKinnon, 2014). 3}t H|gto]Eo]L} &4
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o] 2,0 3}, Lee (2021)= Wu Ming-Yi2] &
b 7H R E SAHCE AEE XYSHeIH: Shin
(2016)1} Yoo (2021)= 7]Z¥ 3o} £5ko] Ao s
A4 4= LT Yoo 0211 53] ASLEE
Tebad S Ay 5o AR ofsfekiAt she b
duris, VSRS B2 |FAHE ol g
ol “AAME] £oHA o|A"eh Ho| FBatol ol
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ole} AjAste] Axpetar XA E St fgsto] &
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=L Z o= O
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= tigskehedl Beg L 70l A Ao
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Konkuk Univ. 2020. 2).
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FHoE fohe Y92 Tl Eoat djgoltt. o]59)
Ao =g = 712 PEich sk Robinson®] TNew
York 21403} Z-2 ZEA & & Qe 2AAE 7|05
A9 mlEE Aot doltt E e shute 713 Hs)
A S AHALsH= Zo|t) o] AL o|ZEH WA

A Dol W% Y5 IoHAA WAL BEoly
T, §UolA Yold We A5 I8hAA sttt
SRSl A AXY, 715ush Aol HEe ASoIA A
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Table 5. The Roles of the Humanities in the Climate Change Era

Role Activity

Effect

Problem Posing

“Does climate change have a discriminatory effect on race, region, gender, class, etc?”
“Does the proposed alternative create oppression or damage to someone?”

“Isn't the benefit of solving a problem concentrated in a particular group?”

Providing considerations for
policymaking or technology
deployment

Imagining poetry, novels, screenplays, etc.,

future experiences of a particular human being in climate change

Emphasizing the seriousness of

A detailed description of the present and future of the climate change era through | the climate crisis, revealing the

interpreting the present suffering or predicting the | pain of certain affected groups,

and providing inspiration for

future technologies and life

Resourcing for Climate

Justice Education

Applying the conclusions obtained through problem-posing

and the products of imagination to education

Educating empathy, sensitivity,
leadership, and critical awareness

on climate change

Enhancing

Understanding of

Humanity and Society |soul-searching by examining human reactions emerging in the climate change era

Exploring the relationship between climate change

and social systems such as capitalism and neo-liberalism;

Discovering a new aspect of

humanity and critically reflecting

on human society

Levinas, 1961; Arendt, 1963). 139 Z3=E o) =8
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