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ABSTRACT

The humanities have been one of the most marginalized disciplines in climate crisis discourse. The humanities have often been
excluded from the policy process, including international agreements, planning, and implementation. The climate change field has
promoted interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary studies, but they mostly involved social science, natural science, and engineering; the
humanities were generally not considered. Neither has humanities research been well-represented for its essential, unique role in climate
change discourse; therefore, expansion of academic activities and participation in discussion of the humanities are necessary. In this
regard, the purpose of this essay is twofold. First, it scrutinizes the weakness of the current status of the humanities in climate change
discourse. Second, it proposes ways to promote participation of the humanities. In particular, it first proposes establishment of a new
interdisciplinary field called "climate humanities” based on existing national research funds and projects and recommends curriculum
change. There is currently very little teaching about the climate crisis from a humanities perspective. Including such materials in
primary, secondary, and even higher education curricula will increase the significance of climate humanities and cultivate humanistic

sensibility in future generations.
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Table 1. Majors of the Members in the 7th
Executive Committee of the Korean
Society for Climate Change

Sector Numbers Majors or Affiliation
Economics, International Studies,
Social Science 11 Policy Studies, Political Science and
Diplomacy
. Atmospheric Science, Environmental
Natural Science 9 X . .
Science, Agriculture, Public Health
Environmental Engineering,
Engineering 6 Transportation Engineering, Energy
Engineering
Industry 2 KOMIPO, KOSPO
Journalist 2 Daily HanKook, Naeil
Middle School Environmental
Others 1
Teacher
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ATHKSCC, 2022).

Journal of Climate Change Research 2022, Vol. 13, No. 5

Table 2. Keyword Analysis of the Articles Published
by the Korean Society for Climate Change

2010 ~ 2022
Keyword Numbers Main Contents
Humanities 0 -
. climate change education program,
Education 2 .
improvement measures, etc.
climate technology cooperation,
Cooperation 7 international cooperation,
international agreements, etc.
. SDGs, GHG mitigation policy,
Policy 17 . .
new climate regime, etc.
decision-making support, assessing
Adaptation 17 adaptation policy, urban planning,
supporting local government, etc.
. disaster vulnerability,
Vulnerability 23 .
vulnerability assessment, etc.
. GHG mitigation potential,
Mitigation 39 o
mitigation cost, etc.
GHG emissions by sector, GHG
GHG 91 . o
inventory, GHG mitigation measures
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Research Fields within the Humanities

Lexicography

History

Philosophy

Religious Studies

Christian Theology

Catholic Theology

Confucianism

Buddhist Studies

Linguistics

Literature

Korean Language and Literature

Chinese and Literature

Japanese and Literature

Other Eastern Languages and

Literature

English and Literature

French and Literature

German and Literature

Spanish and Literature

Russian Language and Literature

Western Classical Languages and

Literature

Other Western Languages and

Interpretation and Translation

Other Humanities

Literature

Table 4. Suggested Plans for a New National Research Institute for Humanities and Social Science

class Kim (2018)

Song (2018)

Lee (2019)

Kim (2021)

. Institute for Advanced
Institute Name o . .
Studies in Social Sciences

Innovation Research Institute

of Humanities Convergence

Academic Promotion
Committee and Academic

Promotion Agency

Academic Policy Institute
for Humanities and Social

Sciences

L Research institute and
Organization
graduate school system

3 headquarters and

2 department system

4 divisions and

1 center system

10 department and

5 center system

. National Academic
Governing body . .
Committee (tentative name)

Under the Prime Minister's
Office

Under the Deputy Prime
Minister's Office

Under the Prime Minister's
Office or Ministry of

Education

- Theory and policy research
Main function for national social vision

- Postgraduate school

- University humanities
innovation research

- Social science and humanities
innovation research

- Policy innovation C&D research

- Future technology 1&D research

- Academic policy support
- supporting academic basis
- Researcher support

- Performance diffusion

- Researcher support
- Governance Activation
- Research diffusion and

exchange
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